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Rural Tanzania Action Research Initiative 

Are you ready to elevate your academic experience and make a 

real impact with your thesis? 

Who are we? 

We are a joint research initiative of the Competence Center for African Research of the University of St. Gallen and the Institute of 

Development Studies of the University of Dar es Salaam in cooperation with the Swiss foundation farip. 

We promote collaboration between Swiss and Tanzanian students on agricultural and forestry innovation in remote Tanzania. We promote 

cultural exchange and knowledge sharing through action research to tackle social and climate-related challenges. We support students in 

selecting research topics for their theses and help coordinate their research trips. 

We invite you to invest your Bachelor, Master, PHD thesis or any other research efforts in the vibrant landscapes of Tanzania. 
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Potential in rural Tanzania 

Tanzania is a very resource-rich country with the 

potential to become one of the future breadbaskets of 

the planet. 

The huge agricultural and forestry potential cannot be 

realised with industrially oriented farms and plantations, 

because monocultures are dependent on imported 

fertilizer and seeds, that devalue the soil and destroy 

biodiversity! 

THE POTENTIAL LIES IN SMALLHOLDER PRODUCTION! 

Experience Report 

"My Master's thesis took me to Tanzania, where I worked with 

local entrepreneurs, the farip foundation and the venture 

GRACOMA (Growing Asset Collateral Management) to develop a 

credit model for smallholder farmers that uses standing trees as 

collateral. On this action research trip, 1 learned about the 

relationship between business and politics, the critical role of 

trust, and the challenges of lack of financial resources in remote 

areas in Tanzania. Most of all, 1 appreciated the opportunity to 

innovate in a diverse research team with fascinating interlocutors. 

lmmersing myself in the economic dynamics of Tanzania and 

exploring innovative methodologies was intellectually stimulating 

and fulfilling. lt was a transformative adventure full of challenges, 

growth and rich intercultural learning experiences." 

Rahel Guggenbühl MBI Alumni 
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Problems to tackle 

The lack of credit for small businesses hinders efficient 

farming and start-ups. 

Investments in industrialised agriculture and plantations 

destroy biodiversity and people's initiative. 

Logistical uncertainties and unreliable framework 

conditions make entrepreneurial planning difficult. 

Little training in formal business processes and accounting 

limits efficient growth. 

What's in for you? 

Impact Innovation: Explore and contribute to cutting-edge projects 

that make a tangible difference in Tanzania's development in the 

agricultural and forestry sector. 

Field Research Exposure: lmmerse yourself in the real-world 

challenges and triumphs, gaining insights beyond the classroom. 

Cultural Exchange: Expand your horizons through a rich cultural 

exchange, broadening your perspective and fostering global 

connections. 

Career Opportunities: Demonstrate your ability to navigate an 

intercultural and dynamic environment and open the door to 

potential career opportunities. 

Members of the Tree Grower Association and village authority from 
Magunguli, farip directive and Rahel Guggenbühl (MBI Alumni) 




